AN ANSWER TO SEVERAL LETTERS

SENT ME FROM UNKNOWN

HANDS.

I AM very well pleased with the good opinion you express
of me; and wish it were any way m my power to answer
your expectations, for the service of my country. I have
carefully read your several schemes and proposals, which
you think should be offered to the Parliament In answer,
I will assure you, that, in another place, I have known very
good proposals rejected with contempt by public assemblies,
merely because they were offered from without doors j and
yours, perhaps, might have the same fate, especially if
handed into the public by me, who am not acquainted with
three members, nor have the least interest with one. My
printers have been twice prosecuted, to my great expense, on
account of discourses I writ for the public service, without
the least reflection on parties or persons ; and the success I
had in those of the Drapier, was not owing to my abilities,
but to a lucky juncture, when the fuel was ready for the first
hand that would be at the pains of kindling it. It is true,
both those envenomed prosecutions were the workmanship
of a judge, who is now gone to his own place? But, let that
be as it will, I am determined, henceforth, never to be the
instrument of leaving an innocent man at the mercy of that
bench.

It is certain there are several particulars relating to this
tingdom (I have mentioned a few of them in one of my
Drapier's letters,2) which it were heartily to be wished that the

1  This refers to Whitshed.   [T. S.]

2  The Fourth.   See vol. vi. of present edition.   [T. S.]
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